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of the 3rd July, 1933; and the effect of this pronouncement upon
the fortunes of Mankind, including the responsible statesman's own
country, was as untoward as the effect of Herr Hitler's broadcast
speech of the 14th October of the same year.1
No doubt the history of the c war-guilt' question should deter the
historian from seeing a unique and exclusive sin in something which
was not, and could not be, more than a major responsibility. wHow-
ever large the respective shares of Germany and the United States
in the breakdowns of the two world-conferences might be, it would
not be difficult to show that many or most of the other countries of
the World were also partially responsible in different degrees—either
directly, through their own immediate action or failure to act, or
indirectly, through the influence of their own policy in the past upon
German and American policy in 1933. The national responsibilities
of Germany and the United States must not b£ over-estimated. On
the other hand, they were certainly great enough to give these two
countries the same unenviable prominence in the international history
of the year 1933 that Japan had brought upon herself in the history
of 1932.
Germany's r61e in 1933 is examined in the introductory chapter of
that part of this volume that deals with the question of Disarmament.2
Some notice of the role of the United States is an equally indispensable
feature in an account of this phase of the World Economic Depression
and of the attempts to surmount it. And in this case, as in that, the
part played by the country in question on the international stage
cannot be made intelligible without taking some account of its
contemporary internal history.
The internal history of the United States during the year 1933 was
a matter of world-wide importance and interest, not only because of
the violence and the range of the repercussions produced abroad by
the American people's domestic experiences and actions, but also
because the recent world-wide transition from brilliant successes in
mastering Physical Nature to humiliating failures in fumbling with
human problems had occurred in North America more abruptly, and
therefore with a more disturbing psychological effect, than in any
other region.
In the United States the outward manifestation of this transition
may be dated from the break on Wall Street in the autumn of 1929.
Till then the American people's nineteenth-century faith in the
omnipotence of human technique had remained virtually unshaken;
1 For an estimate of President Franklin Boosevelt's gifts and limitations as
a statesman, see p. 79 below.	a Part II, section (i).

